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SUBJECT: TAKING OF DEPOSITIONS IN GDR 

REF: (A) 7 FAM 840; (B) STATE 239747 

1. ON OCTOBER 9, EMBOFF DISCUSSED DEPOSITION QUESTION WITH 
CONSULAR DEPARTMENT (GRAHLE), MFA. GRAHLE SAID THERE WAS NO 
PROVISION IN GDR LAW EXPRESSLY PERMITTING TAKING OF DEPOSITIONS 
ON NOTICE, UNDER COMMISSION, OR THROUGH LETTERS REGATORY. 

2. HE ADDED THAT SUCH TAKING OF DEPOSITIONS MUST WAIT UNTIL THE 
CONCLUSION OF A US-GDR CONSULAR CONVENTION, WHICH WOULD INCLUDE 
AGREEMENT ON SUCH MATTERS. 

3. THE EMBASSY HAS REVIEWED VIENNA CONVENTION ON CONSULAR 
RELATIONS, WHICH, UNDER ARTICLE 3 OF AGREED MINUTE OF SEPT 4, 

1974, IS BASIS OF US-GDR CONSULAR RELATIONS PENDING CONCLUSION 
OF CONSULAR CONVENTION. THE ONLY REFERENCES TO DEPOSITIONS 
OR TAKING OF EVIDENCE IN VIENNA CONVENTION ARE IN ARTICLES 

5.J AND POSSIBLY 5.F. BOTH SECTIONS INCLUDE THE CAVEAT THAT 
THE CONSULAR FUNCTIONS THEREIN DEFINED MUST BE CARRIED OUT 
IN HARMONY WITH LAWS AND REGULATIONS OF RECEIVING STATE.COOPER 
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